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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2002 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 

VARIOUS VIRGIN ISLAND FUNDING REQUESTS 
WITNESS 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN, A DELEGATE IN CONGRESS FROM THE U.S. VIRGIN 

ISLANDS 

Ms. Christensen. I am delighted to be here and 
congratulations to you, Mr. Chairman, for your selection as 
chairman of this committee. 

The Government of the Virgin Islands was overwhelmed by 
debt and deficit spending from the time Governor Turnbull 
assumed office in January 1999. Absent extraordinary measures, 
the Government of the Virgin Islands was only weeks away from 
collapse when he took office. 

One immediate problem was debt service on the Government 
Community Disaster Loan, following the devastation of Hurricane 
Hugo in September 1989. After administrative cancellation of a 
portion of this loan, the Virgin Islands still owes FEMA some 
$29 million in principal, plus accrued interest of some $16 
million . 

Since April 1999, FEMA has recognized that the Virgin 
Islands is unable to make payments on this loan, and has 
granted forbearance pending action on the Governor's 
cancellation request until the quarterly payment due October 
15, 2001. Interest is continuing to accrue and we estimate the 
total amount due is more than $45 million today. 

Over the past two years, the Turnbull Administration has 
borrowed more than $300 million, secured by dedicated revenue 
streams, from private sources to refinance the cumulative 
deficit to pay past due bills and to buy time while 
extraordinary self-help measures take effect. 

Since taking office, that deficit has been reduced by more 
than one-third; the government's payroll has been reduced by 
more than 15 percent; the annual structural deficit will soon 
be eliminated provided, however, that repayment obligations on 
the FEMA direct loan are forgiven. This is a critical element 
in our recovery plan, the FEMA debt forgiveness. 

Following your subcommittee's decision last year to 
appropriate $300,000 in partial debt forgiveness, FEMA, in 
consultation with 0MB, as required by the FCRA, reestimated the 
net present value of the Community Disaster Loan and as 
provided by FCRA, the cost of this reestimate was covered by a 
permanent, indefinite appropriation established by law. 



After calculations by the Virgin Islands lead accounting 
firm, KPMG, in consultation with FEMA and 0MB, we have 
concluded that under all circumstances we do not expect an 
appropriation needed to exceed $3.5 million in fiscal year 2002 
which would cover the cost of the cancellation of this 
community disaster loan. 

I respectfully request $3.5 million for fiscal year 2002 
for the cancellation of that debt. 

The second funding issue I wanted to call to the 
subcommittee's attention is a request for $2 million for land 
acquisition in Salt River Bay National Historic Park and 
Ecological Preserve located on my home island of St. Croix. It 
has incredible natural resources and historic and archeological 
resources and areas of significance. 

The Salt River Bay is the first and best documented site 
where Christopher Columbus made landfall on his second voyage 
to the New World in 1493. The Park Service has adopted an 
acquisition priority list based on the current land protection 
plan. To date only 143 acres have been acquired and the request 
of $2 million would go a long way to helping them acquire their 
highest priority of the lands remaining to be acquired. 

The last thing I wanted to bring to the committee's 
attention is an issue that remains outstanding from an 
appropriation last year. In recognition of the severe fiscal 
crisis of the Virgin Islands Government, former President 
Clinton included in the 2001 budget request an advance 
appropriation of $10 million for the Virgin Islands to address 
some nearly $100 million in federally mandated or court ordered 
infrastructure improvements as an incentive for our government 
to continue implementing certain stringent financial and 
accountability performance standards. These standards were 
memorialized in a memorandum of understanding between our 
Governor and the then Secretary. 

Because this committee, as I understand, does not do 
advance appropriations, the $10 million request was not ever 
appropriated. Since signing the memorandum of understanding 
with the Department, Governor Turnbull has begun an aggressive 
effort to reduce government expenditures. Unfortunately, most 
of that progress is largely offset by uncontrollable revenue 
losses, such as the loss of the Foreign Sales Corporation due 
to a WTO issue with the United States; another $20 million 
annually from the loss of the Foreign Sales Corporation, and 
another $20 million or so annually from earned income tax and 
other tax credits which are out of our control. In addition, a 
proposed tax cut if fully implemented could mean additional 
revenue loss to our general fund of approximately $28 million a 
year . 

The first two requests are our highest priorities but if at 
all possible, because we had counted on this additional $10 
million, it also is important to us in getting our fiscal house 
in order. If at all possible, I would also request the 
additional $10 million supposedly put in an advance 
appropriation . 

Those are my requests and I thank you for your time. 

[The written statement of Ms. Christensen follows:] 
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Mr. Dicks. 

If I 

could ask one question. The National Park 


Service budget includes $900,000 to acquire a historic 
structure on St. Croix. Do you support this? 

Ms. Christensen. Yes. That is a very important historical 
building. We worked with the Postal Service to see if they 
would turn it over to us but those efforts were unsuccessful. 
It is less than they are asking but we will work with the 
Postal Service and make sure they sell it for the $900,000. 

Mr. Skeen. Rob. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD FREEDOM CENTER 


WITNESS 

HON. ROB PORTMAN, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF OHIO 
Mr. Portman. I appreciate your hearing us today. 

Today, I am testifying in support of limited Federal 
funding which would be matching funding for construction of the 
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. As you will 
remember, the Freedom Center commemorates a remarkable system 
of cooperation among slaves, free African Americans, 
abolitionists and other sympathetic whites, called the 
Underground Railroad that enabled literally thousands of slaves 
to escape their bonds and obtain freedom. 

The Freedom Center will be a national education and 
distributive museum located on the banks of the Ohio River. It 
will dramatize the Underground Railroad stories of cooperation 
and courage to better educate and inspire us in our lives 
today. At a time when we are trying hard to bring the Nation's 
diverse cultures and races together, I believe there is a real 



need for such an institution that will generate understanding, 
respect and cooperation. 

The museum, scheduled to open its doors in 2004, will use 
the latest state of the art technology and the best trade of 
resources. This experience will provide visitors with a 
profound and moving experience which we hope will underscore 
the value of freedom and the need for cooperation today. 

The Freedom Center is also in the process of establishing 
regional centers around the country to be called freedom 
stations, especially in the regions that were significant to 
the Underground Railroad both in the north and the south. Many 
of these regional centers will partner with local Underground 
Railroad sites as well, linking them with other sites across 
the country to help disseminate information. 

I am pleased to say the National Park Service has in the 
past, and continues to join us in this very important 
networking effort around the country of linking the freedom 
sites . 

The Freedom Center has set a goal of raising $110 million. 
We have worked on this for four or five years now to enable the 
Freedom Center. To meet its goal and achieve its mission in 
1999, we requested from the subcommittee an appropriation 
totalling $16 million over four years. Because the Freedom 
Center has worked very hard to create an innovative public/ 
private partnership, the funding sought for this initiative 
involves the lowest percentage of Federal matching funds of any 
of the designated national museums. Most other museums, like 
the National Constitution Center or the National Museum of the 
American Indian have raised only one-third or one-half of the 
construction funds from non-federal sources. The non-federal 
role in the Freedom Center will be at least 70 percent. 

I am proud of that and we will continue to push hard on the 
private side, but the public funds being sought, even though 
limited, are extremely important in leveraging the private 
dollars and also dollars from State and local governments. 

As you know, last year the authorization for $16 million in 
limited matching Federal construction funding over four years 
passed the House overwhelmingly and was included in the fiscal 
year 2001 Interior Appropriations Bill and signed into law. 

Due to your strong support last year, almost $6 million in 
construction funding for the Freedom Center was included in 
your fiscal year 2001 appropriations bill. Accordingly, to 
continue this four year plan of the $16 million over time, we 
would respectfully request this year $5 million for fiscal year 
2002 . 

Again, the Center has already raised about $63 million 
toward its $110 million goal and of the $63 million, $34 
million is from private sources, the City of Cincinnati, 
Hamilton County and the State of Ohio contributed about $19 
million to date. The private sector funding campaign will be 
the focus for a significant portion of the remaining $49 
million we need to raise, in addition to funding for 
construction, technology, exhibit design and so on. It also 
includes an operating endowment, which I think is very 
important of over $3 million. 

Andrew Young, Chairman of Good Works International and 
former Ambassador to the UN, and John Pepper, Chairman of 



theboard of Proctor & Gamble, co-chair the Freedom Center National 
Fundraising Campaign. Former Congressman Jack Kemp and actor Harry 
Belafonte are also making contributions to this fundraising effort 
This Federal commitment is viewed by everyone as absolutely 
key to leveraging the additional, and very substantial, private 
funding that will be needed. I believe you have a packet of 
information about the Freedom of Center, its mission, its 
leadership, its organizational structure, and its funding. It 
is a good group, focused on something very positive with regard 
to race relations. 

Again, I appreciate your support of this in the past and 
hope you will be able to support it again this year. I would be 
happy to answer any questions you might have. 

[The written statement of Mr. Portman follows:] 
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Mr. Dicks. Sounds like a good project. 

Mr. Skeen. How about the casinos, that might be another 
source of revenue. Do you have some tribes? 

Mr. Portman. No, we don't. In Indiana across the border and 
down the river we do, but not in Ohio. 

Mr. Skeen. Mr. Gordon. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001 
STONES RIVER BATTLEFIELD 


WITNESS 

HON. BART GORDON, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

TENNESSEE 

Mr. Gordon. Mr. Chairman, you have traded one good 
committee for another good committee. 

Mr. Skeen. You just can't get enough of me. 

Mr. Gordon. This committee has developed a relationship and 
has been generous to Stones River Battlefield over the last few 
years. One of the ways I have tried to say thank you was to be 
very brief and submit my remarks, but since you are new to 
hearing this story, I want to bring you up to date on what this 
committee has done. Murfreesboro is my hometown. This is very 
important to me and I see this battlefield every day when I go 
home . 

The Battle Stones River was the second bloodiest battle of 
the Civil War. There were approximately 10,500 battles and 
skirmishes during the Civil War but only 45 of those had, as 
historians think, a direct impact on the outcome of the war. 
Stones River was one of those. Yet, it is the smallest 
battlefield of all those 45. 

Originally it was created with less than 300 acres, out of 
almost 6,000 that was in the original battle. Because of the 
help of this committee, we have almost doubled that but we are 



getting to the end of what we can do because Murfreesboro is 
one of the 50 fastest growing areas in the country. It has been 
a struggle to try to get little pieces. Right now, frankly, we 
are down to getting a tenth of an acre here and two or three 
acres there. 

Last year, this committee provided additional funds for 
land acquisition. The Park Service estimates that they are 
going to need about $800,000 more to complete it. To be honest 
with you, because of some of the lost property, because the 
Park Service is moving slow, I don't think they can spend the 
money they have over the next year and a half. 

I know you have scarce resources, but I am changing my 
statement to not ask for land acquisition funds. I am hoping 
there will still be some property left the year after next and 
I will be back next year if we think there is still something 
to get. 

Let me tell you what else you have been able to do besides 
double the size of this park. When our friend Manny Lujan 
developed the first list of the 25 most endangered parks in the 
Nation, Stones River was on that. Just a couple of weeks ago, 
the Parks Commission as well as the Civil War Trust came 
together and said there were ten most vulnerable parks and 
battlefields in the country and again Stones River was on 
there . 

After the battle of Stones River, the largest earthen fort 
in American history was created and there were some remnants of 
that still left, and because of this committee we have been 
able to preserve those. We have also been able to build what we 
are calling a lineal park, because we only have bits of the 
park here and there in this fast growing suburbanarea . With 
this committee's help we had a unique project a few years ago where the 
Park Service put up the money, the capital investment, but the city is 
paying all the maintenance of developing a trail along the Stones River 
connecting the little parcels along the way. It has won numerous 
awards, people have come from other suburban areas to see how you don't 
necessarily have to have all of a park in one area. You can put pieces 
together. That has been a great success. 

Two years ago, there was a general master plan put together 
and the suggestion was that the visitor center and office space 
built in 1962 was totally inadequate. The only change made 
since 1962 was a bathroom because they didn't build one in 
1962, it had outhouses like we used to have. 

All the exhibits still go back to 1962, it is totally 
inadequate. This committee provided funds for design last year 
and they are ready to move forward now. This year we are asking 
for $3 million so we can renovate the visitor center, the staff 
offices, storage, the whole works. I hope the committee will be 
generous in trying to help us complete this project. 

The last request is that the entire State of Tennessee, all 
95 counties, was included in a Civil War heritage area because 
there was more action in Tennessee during the Civil War than 
any State other than Virginia. All 95 counties were involved. 

Governor Sunquist has signed our compact, the State is 
involved, the local communities are involved and we were hoping 
for the $1 million funding for the heritage area. 

That is my story. I am sticking to it. I want to again 
thank this committee for what they have done. I think you can 



look back on this as a real success story. 

Mr. Skeen. Is the cemetery part of this? 

Mr. Gordon. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Skeen. Has it reached its limit? 

Mr. Gordon. There are not too many Civil War veterans 
around, so I guess if you found one you could stick one or two 
in there. The cemetery is only for Civil War veterans. There is 
still some room if it is appropriate to have others. 

There is a cemetery there for African-Americans who fought 
in that battle and also the first monument that was built to 
the Civil War was there. Right after the battle, there were 
some stone masons that built a structure to commemorate the 
fallen soldiers. 

Mr. Dicks. How many casualties were there? 

Mr. Gordon. I think 43,000; 88,000 participants and 43,000 
casualties, pretty rough. Apparently the Stones River did run 
red for a while. 

[The written statement of Mr. Gordon follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Dicks. You have done a great job as an advocate for 
this project. I can testify to that. 

Mr. Gordon. It has been a successful partnership. 

Mr. Skeen. Mr. Visclosky. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
VARIOUS FUNDING REQUESTS 

WITNESS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 
INDIANA 

Mr. Visclosky. I want to congratulate you on assuming the 
chair of the Interior Subcommittee. Past Chairs, Mr. Dicks and 
Mr. Yates have been very, very kind to me. 

I understand my statement will be entered into the record. 

I have a number of requests. I will look forward to working 
with you, Mr. Dicks and the staff, as we proceed to mark up. 

[The written statement of Mr. Visclosky follows:] 

[GRAPHIC] [TIFF OMITTED] T2641A.020 
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Mr. Dicks. How is the Indiana Dunes doing? 

Mr. Visclosky. Doing great. It is an amazing park because 



they are nestled between two different integrated steel 
companies as well as a third. You get into the dunes and you 
don't know they are there and are accessible to this huge 
metropolitan market, thanks to the work of this subcommittee 
and the funding you provided as far as land acquisition, 
construction and rehabilitation. It is a terrific resource for 
the people of this country and the people I represent. 

Mr. Dicks. I can remember Sid Yates was very interested in 
this particular project. 

Mr. Visclosky. Mr. Yates at one point claimed about half 
his constituents lived in the dunes some part of the year. 

Mr. Skeen. Do you need any coyotes? 

Mr. Visclosky. A couple. 

Mr. Dicks. Tell us about Bailey Chapel House. 

Mr. Visclosky. Mr. Dicks, the Chapel House is a national 
historical land mark and it is cataloged by the National 
Register of Historic Places. The foundation of the Chapel 
apparently is beginning to settle and lean to the south and is 
putting stress on the base on the south side of the structure. 

Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Pascrell. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
NPS-GREAT FALLS HISTORIC DISTRICT 


WITNESS 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR., A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Pascrell. Thank you and the subcommittee for allowing 
me this opportunity. 

There are two things I would like to discuss with you 
briefly. First is to fund a study of the Great Falls National 
Historic District in my hometown of Paterson, New Jersey. The 
authorizing legislation for the study passed the House 
Resources Committee last month. I expect it to be on the House 
floor very soon. H.R. 146 calls for a study of the Great Falls 
National Historic District to determine the feasibility of 
adding it to the National Park system, which is critical for 
the area as well as the city. 

The Congressional Budget Office has estimated that this 
study would cost $250,000 over three years. It is the first 
step necessary toward adding this park to the National Park 
system. It is an urban park, not the Grand Canyon, but it means 
much to the area. The history involved here is unbelievable. 

This was the seat of the industrial revolution in America. 

Alexander Hamilton put it together with George Washington. It 
was the first planned industrial city in America. 

The National Park Service is suffering from the same tight 
funds as many Federal agencies these days. Without an earmark 
for this study, it may wait in line for years before it can get 
started . 

The Falls and the surrounding neighborhood really represent 
the genesis of the American economic miracle and increasing the 



presence of the National Park Service here will give the area 
the attention and resources it rightly deserves. There is over 
20,000 to 30,000 visitors to the historic district every year. 

The generating plant there is helping in terms of the 
energy crisis in our area. It is the second largest falls in 
the east, next to Niagara, two minutes from the downtown of a 
city with a population of 150,000-160,000 people. 

As a key to our manufacturing roots, one of the mills that 
sits today at the Great Falls constructed paper cotton, 
manufactured the first revolver at Sam Colts Works, first 
locomotives at Rogers Works, as well as airplane engines and 
Paterson was the soap city for many years until things went 
east . 

These buildings represent the various stages of the 
industrial revolution in America. I was Mayor of Paterson for 
seven years before coming to the Congress and am very proud of 
my city. These falls really represent our city, its people, its 
potential. Many poets and many writers have written about the 
Great Falls and the Passaic River. This place can be a real 
destination that will create jobs, grow businesses and bring 
people from all over. 

The second issue is the Edison National Historic Site in 
West Orange which is also in my district. In a unique public/ 
private partnership, the Edison Preservation Foundation is 
undertaking an expansion project designed to preserve, restore 
and reintroduce the heritage of this great American. We are 
seeking funding in the amount of $1 million for critical 
renovations necessary to maintain the facility. I have been in 
it many, many times and we have had many meetings there. Much 
of what Thomas Edison worked on, and did, are in these factory 
buildings . 

Constant upkeep to the Edison National Historic Site 
provides beneficial activities to the community of West Orange 
and the entire New Jersey community as well. The Edison 
National Historic Site includes both the laboratory and the 
Glenmont residence of Thomas Alva Edison, a man many consider 
the most prolific inventor in American history. 

Mr. Dicks. Is the building Federal? 

Mr. Pascrell. Yes. For the last 40 years of Edison's life, 
he called the West Orange labs and the Glenmont Estate home. 
That was where he worked as well. In its heyday, the lab proved 
to be the hub of Edison's manufacturing activities and set the 
standard for industrial research labs. 

The enormous collection of artifacts and documents at the 
site contains products of Thomas Edison's life as an inventor, 
manufacturer, businessman and private citizen. For fiscal year 
2002, the Edison lab requires funding to repair its roof, 
concrete vaults to repoint and repair interior brick walls of 
the three historic laboratory buildings and to paint and 
restore the interior of Thomas Edison's chemistry lab. 

The Glenmont Estate requires funding to paint and restore 
the exterior of the home and waterproof the home stone 
foundation. I have examined every corner of the home and it is 
a beautiful place, but obviously it is falling apart. These 
individual projects have been estimated to cost $1 million. 

In 1993, the Edison National Historic Site was listed as 
one of the Nation's most endangered historic places. Without 



proper care, piece by piece, these parts of American history 
will disappear. I lay these two projects at the foot of this 
committee. I respect the work of this committee. 

Any questions you have, I will try to answer. 

[The written statement of Mr. Pascrell follows:] 

[GRAPHIC] [TIFF OMITTED] T2641A.023 
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Mr. Skeen. We will take it under advisement. 

Mr. Dicks. You have to get the study authorized? That is 
crucial . 

Mr. Pascrell. Yes. 

Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Bereuter. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
VARIOUS FUNDING REQUESTS 


WITNESS 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

NEBRASKA 

Mr. Bereuter. Thank you for giving me an opportunity to 
appear before you today. Congratulations on your new 
subcommittee chairmanship, Mr. Skeen. 

I come to you with two specific requests for your 
consideration. First, I am requesting $2.3 million for the 
Homestead National Monument of America near Beatrice, Nebraska, 
to begin implementing the recommendations of the recently 
completed general management plan. This is the only National 
Park Service unit in my district, the only one in the eastern 
two-thirds of the State. 

The funding level is needed for planning, and I need to 
specify, and for design of exhibits. It is not planning and 
design of exhibits as our written testimony indicates; it is 
for both functions. 

I would like to also recognize and express my appreciation 
for the inclusion of $400,000 for land acquisition in last 
year's appropriations bill. As soon as we get a boundary change 
bill through the Resources Committee, they will proceed with 
the acquisition of the site for the center. 

The general management plan calls for the creation of a new 
Homestead Heritage Center, a 28,000 square foot, energy 
efficient facility which will house the monument's collections, 
interpretative exhibits, public research facilities and 
administrative offices. 

Currently the visitors center complex is located within a 
100-year flood plain--actually an understatement, it is within 
a 50-year flood plain for sure. They simply are not able to 
exhibit their valuable artifacts and supporting material 
without concern about flood damage. So much of it is stored in 



warehouses, unfortunately. 

The new heritage center would be located outside the 100- 
year flood plain and up the hill and part of the new land that 
would be acquired when the boundary change is approved by the 
Resources Committee under legislation I have offered which 
seems to have the support of Hefley and the chairman of the 
committee . 

Secondly, I would like to request $400,000 from the U.S. 
Geological Survey, Biological Resources Division, for the 
establishment of a new Fish and Wildlife Cooperative Research 
Unit at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. We are one of the 
few States that does not have a Fish and Wildlife Cooperative 
Research Unit. I have asked for this for 11 straight years, so 
persistence might have something to be considered, I hope. 

The University of Nebraska and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission have already committed funds some years ago and 
facilities for the unit, but a Federal earmark of $400,000 is 
needed to really make it a reality. It is also demonstration 
that Nebraska, which is probably one of the three States that 
plays a large factor in migratory waterfowl in the whole 
country, ought to be concerned with having a Fish and Wildlife 
Service Unit. 

If you take a look at a map of our continent, you will see 
that the migratory birds from Latin America all come up, funnel 
in, and use the Platte Valley and spread out through the 
Canadian areas. So I think we even surpass Maryland in the 
amount of waterfowl that come through our State at various 
points of the year. 

Mr. Dicks. Did you just say there is a cost share in this 
project? 

Mr. Bereuter. Yes. 

Finally, I wanted to express support for the budget request 
of the Administration, the Winnebago Hospital which is not just 
to serve Nebraska tribes, but also Iowa and South Dakota 
tribes, the Water Resources Research Institute Program, the 
State Humanities Council, and the Agroforestry Center, all in 
the President's budget proposal. 

Thank you. I would be happy to take any questions. 

[The written statement of Mr. Bereuter follows:] 


[GRAPHIC] 

[TIFF 

OMITTED] 

T264IA. 026 

[GRAPHIC] 

[TIFF 

OMITTED] 

T264IA. 027 

[GRAPHIC] 

[TIFF 

OMITTED] 

T264IA. 028 

[GRAPHIC] 

[TIFF 

OMITTED] 

T2641A. 029 

[GRAPHIC] 

[TIFF 

OMITTED] 

T264IA. 030 


Mr. Skeen. Do the Indian tribes have casinos anymore? 

Mr. Bereuter. Two of the tribes in my district do. They 
have to locate their casinos on a small part of the reservation 
in Iowa because we do not allow casinos under Nebraska law. 

Both of them have a couple square miles on the other side of 
the river where they operate casinos. I would say others in 
Council Bluffs are kind of putting them out of business, 
riverboat gambling in Iowa. 



Mr. Skeen. You are excused and thank you. 
Mr. Kildee. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE AND BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


WITNESS 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE (AND ON BEHALF OF HON. J.D. HAYWORTH), A 

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Mr. Kildee. As co-chairman of the Congressional Native 
American Caucus and a member of the Resources Committee, I want 
to thank you for this opportunity. 

My testimony is also signed off by J.D. Hayworth, the 
Republican co-chair of the Native American Caucus, so it is a 
bipartisan testimony. 

The President's fiscal year 2002 budget request for the BIA 
is $2.2 billion, an increase of $65.9 million over fiscal year 
2001 . 

Tribal priority allocations take up nearly half of the 
BIA's operating budget. The President's budget request provides 
$750.5 million for TPA, an increase of $17.5 million over 
fiscal year 2001. This funding is used for direct tribal 
operations for programs such as tribal courts, law enforcement, 
economic development, natural resource management, housing 
improvements and other programs critical to improving the 
quality of life and the economic potential of reservations. I 
support the President's funding request for the TPA budget 
category . 

I support the President's request for an increase in 
contract support for cost funding. The President's budget 
proposal provides $130 million for contract support costs, an 
increase of $5 million over the 2001 funding level. These funds 
assist tribes in contracting or compacting Federal programs and 
services under Public Law 93-638. 

The President's request includes $3 million for the Indian 
Self Determination Fund for new and expanded contracts or 
compacts. This amount reflects a decrease of $1.9 million below 
the fiscal year 2001 level. I would urge the committee to fund 
this category at $4.9 million, the current funding level. 

The President's budget request would provide for education, 
$357.1 million for BIA school construction, a small increase of 
$514,000 over fiscal year 2001. This funding will replace or 
complete the construction of six schools in New Mexico, 

Arizona, North Dakota and the State of Washington. I urge the 
subcommittee to fund this item at the requested level and to 
increase the amount to eliminate the nearly $1 billion backlog 
for school construction. 

While I support the President's budget request of $161.6 
million for education facilities improvement and repair, which 
represents an increase of $13.6 million over fiscal year 2001, 

I urge the subcommittee to increase this amount to help reduce 
the backlog that exists for schools in need of repair. I have 
visited those schools many times and the backlog was there 25 



years ago when I started visiting them and it is still there. 

I urge you to support the budget request of $39 million for 
tribally-controlled community colleges. In the area of law 
enforcement and tribal courts, I support the budget request of 
$158 million for the President's initiative on law enforcement 
in Indian country. This amount represents a $9 million increase 
over fiscal year 2001. I support the budget request of $13 
million for tribal courts, an increase of $1.8 million over 
fiscal year 2001. 

I support the budget request of $60.9 million for Indian 
land and water claim settlement in California, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Michigan and Utah. This amount reflects an increase of 
$23.5 million over the fiscal year 2001 enacted level. 

The President's fiscal year 2002 budget request for Indian 
Health Service is $2.7 billion, an increase of $78 million over 
fiscal year 2001. I support the President's request of $288 
million for contract support costs, an increase of $40 million. 
This amount will cover costs of new and expanded contracts and 
compacts under Public Law 93-638 as amended. 

I urge the subcommittee to increase funding for facilities. 
The budget request of $319 million reflects a decrease of $43 
million below the fiscal year 2001 level. While I am pleased 
that the budget request includes $37 million to fund two major 
construction projects in Arizona and Nebraska, I am concerned 
the budget proposal does not provide additional funding for 
other construction projects pending in Oklahoma and also in 
Arizona. I urge the subcommittee to increase funding for 
facilities construction projects. 

I support the President's request for $43 million for pay 
raises, travel pay costs, new staffing and other costs related 
to operating new facilities and facilities construction 
projects. However, I urge the subcommittee to increase this 
amount for population growth and inflation costs. 

As Federal trustees over Indian affairs, and we are a part 
of that trust responsibility, not just the Executive Branch but 
the entire Federal Government, it is necessary that Congress 
provide Indian tribes the funding they need to carry out 
important services and programs to their members. I strongly 
urge this subcommittee to support the requests outlined in my 
testimony . 

This concludes my remarks. 

[The written statement of Mr. Kildee follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Dicks. I want to say. Dale, that I certainly appreciate 
the work you have done and Congressman Hayworth on behalf of 
the tribes. This is a major responsibility of this 
subcommittee, and your committee, but you have done a lot of 
work on this and it is deeply appreciated. 

Mr. Kildee. Thank you and I am happy you included J.D. 



Hayworth because he and I worked so closely on this. We have 
other differences sometimes but not on Indian issues. J.D. and 
I worked very closely together on this and he signed off on his 
testimony . 

Mr. Skeen. We appreciate that. We also want to help with 
the diabetes, a big problem. 

Mr. Kildee. That is very important. Last year, there was an 
increase in diabetes and it is important again this year. We 
don't know always why, maybe change of diet, but there is a 
severe problem among Native Americans. We appreciate anything 
you can do on the diabetes. 

Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Ms. Morelia. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 

VARIOUS FUNDING REQUESTS 

WITNESS 

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE 

OF MARYLAND 

Ms. Morelia. It is good to be here with you. 

I want to congratulate you on your post as chairman of this 
important committee and Mr. Dicks right by your side, loyally 
working on these important issues. 

I have a testimony presented to you which is pretty nicely 
explanatory of my request, so if you will grant them, I will 
abbreviate. [Laughter.] 

Ms. Morelia. My priority is Glen Echo Park. On a Federal, 

State and local level, we have made a three-year commitment for 
some joint funding, so this would be the last year of that 
commitment. I am requesting $2.4 million which would be the 
final Federal commitment required to complete rehabilitation 
and renovation of the historic structures at Glen Echo Park, a 
park used by people in the entire region and beyond. 

The recent Federal funding has had a positive impact. 

Several projects have been completed, are close to being 
completed. Two major projects, complete renovation of the 
Spanish ballroom in the north arcade building will be 
advertised this summer; actual work will be scheduled for fall 
or early winter. The renovation work has a total estimated cost 
of about $19 million. 

In addition, the National Park Service is nearing 
completion of a general management plan for Glen Echo Park. 

That plan will guide the future of the park for years to come. 

A modified public partnership has been selected to manage the 
park's resources. 

I would like to invite you to come and visit Glen Echo 
Park. Today the famous Denzel carousel opened and beyond that, 
there are so many educational, instructive and historic parts 
of the park I think you would enjoy. 

The second request is the C&O Canal. I am talking about 
issues that people in the entire region and the country love. 

This is a canal that runs 184.5 miles. Justice Douglas many 



years ago helped preserve that canal. It was going to become a 
road. Every five years, there is the famous Douglas walk and I 
gave the speech as they completed it last year. They had an 85 
year old woman who had done it, 184.5 miles--pretty impressive. 

I am asking that your subcommittee submit $3.4 million to 
stabilize and preserve the Monocacy Aqueduct, a stone aqueduct, 
the largest and most impressive of the 11 aqueducts there. I 
think it was in 1998 the National Historic Trust said it was 
one of the most endangered places in the country. I would ask 
that we put some $6.4 million to preserve it. 

It isn't even in my district. I just believe very strongly 
how important it is. 

Those are two small requests that are very important. In 
addition to that, I would like to ask the subcommittee to 
consider increasing the amount for the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities. I say 
that also on behalf of the Congressional Arts Caucus. We are 
kind of asking for $150 million for each of them. I think it 
would go a long way. Both of them are really seed money, but 
they say that our Nation cares about both areas. 

Finally, the subcommittee helped at the end of the last 
Congress with adding a bill I submitted for the Capital Place, 
the Federal Law Enforcement Pay Equity Act, for the Park 
Police. That did get put into the budget. I indeed want to 
thank you for that. 

Thank you. 

[The written statement of Ms. Morelia follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Dicks. Regarding Glen Echo, is the State of Maryland 
and Montgomery County appropriating their share? 

Ms. Morelia. Same amount of money, so it is a three-way 
project. Have you been there? 

Mr. Dicks. Yes, I have. I would like to come out again. 

Ms. Morelia. I would be glad to help if the subcommittee 
wants to do that, to arrange something. The Park people would 
love it too. We have an adventure theater there and artistic 
theater . 

Mr. Dicks. I particularly support your position on the 
Endowments and we are doing the best we can. They had a little 
increase last year. 

Ms. Morelia. The largest one we have had in six years. 

Mr. Skeen. You have been a leader and we appreciate it. 

Mr. Pitts. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
BRANDYWINE BATTLEFIELD 


WITNESS 



HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Mr. Pitts. Thank you for the opportunity to testify before 
your subcommittee in support of my request for $1.5 million in 
fiscal year 2002 in the Interior Appropriations Bill to 
preserve the Brandywine Battlefield. 

Preserving America's historic treasures is essential if we 
as a Nation are to remember our past and our rich cultural 
heritage. It is particularly important to remember the 
sacrifices that our forefathers made to secure our independence 
from Great Britain and build the new country that is today, the 
world leader in freedom and democracy. 

In October 1999, Congress passed and the President signed 
into law the Patriot Act, which authorized $3 million in 
Federal funding to preserve the Brandywine Battlefield. The 
fiscal year 2000 Interior Appropriations Act began the Federal 
commitment to this effort by providing $500,000; in fiscal year 
2001, $1 million was appropriated. I want to thank the 
committee and Chairman Regula for his past support in this 
effort . 

Today, I come to you to request the remaining $1.5 million, 
be provided to complete the Federal commitment and to ensure 
that the battlefield will be preserved. Delaying its 
preservation any further greatly increases the risk that this 
land will be lost this year to the rapidly expanding 
development taking place in that region. In fact, some of the 
valuable historic land of the battlefield has already been lost 
to surrounding housing developments. 

This effort seeks to protect the battlefield land where the 
most intense fighting of the battle took place. The Brandywine 
Battlefield is among the few Revolutionary War battlefields 
that remains unprotected. It only takes a quick drive through 
the beautiful Brandywine region to see the rapid and congested 
development that is closing in on the battlefield grounds. For 
this reason, it is essential that Brandywine Battlefield is 
preserved for future generations to enjoy and appreciate. 

The ongoing preservation effort will protect Brandywine 
Battlefield land within the meeting house road corridor. This 
is where the most intense conflict and loss of life took place. 
I brought a map on the side here. It is the line in the middle, 
the meeting house road, the corridor. The red represents the 
British Army and their advancement. The blue shows the American 
forces led by General George Washington. You can see the still 
undeveloped farmland there. 

The battle of Brandywine which took place in September 1777 
was the largest single battle of the Revolutionary War in terms 
of number of participants, approximately 26,000 British and 
American troops were involved. It was also the major conflict 
in the British campaign of 1777 to conquer Philadelphia. While 
the British eventually took Philadelphia, the battle of 
Brandywine was significant in delaying the British campaign and 
allowed the Congress to abandon the city. They moved to 
Lancaster which is also in my district and then on to York to 
escape the British takeover. 

Had it not been for the brave Americans who fought at 
Brandywine, the war most likely would have been over when the 



British marched into Philadelphia. The battle was also one of 
the few times that both leading generals of the American and 
British armies--General George Washington and General William 
Howell--met each other on the battlefield. It is evident that 
the battle of Brandywine is an integral part of American 
history. It would be a tragedy if this history were to be lost 
to rapid development. The local communities in the region have 
recognized this and have worked closely to preserve the land. 

This preservation effort cost approximately $13 million, of 
which a total of $3 million would come from the Federal 
Government. By providing the $1.5 million this year, we can 
fulfill our commitment to American history. However, further 
delay will increase the likelihood that the land will be lost 
on the open market. 

For years, the local communities have been doing their part 
to preserve this land and will continue to do so. For your 
review, I have provided a brief book on the battle and the 
preservation effort. It is now time for the Federal Government 
to complete its part. 

Thank you. 

[The written statement of Mr. Pitts follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

We will go down and visit the site. 

Mr. Pitts. We would love to have you. It is amazing what is 
still there that has not been developed. It is ripe for a mall 
or housing development. 

Mr. Skeen. Thank you once again. 

Mr. Underwood. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
GUAM AND U.S. TERRITORIES 


WITNESS 

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD, A DELEGATE IN CONGRESS FROM GUAM 

Mr. Underwood. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to 
you about the Office of Insular Affairs budget. I am requesting 
that in addition to what the President has proposed that there 
be an additional $5.8 million out of the Office of Insular 
Affairs budget primarily for Guam, $5 million for compact/ 
impact assistance for Guam, $500,000 for the Guam War Claims 
Review Commission (which is ongoing legislation that has passed 
the House and will likely be taken up in the Senate shortly) ; 
and $300,000 to assist the Marine Resources Pacific Consortium. 

I would like to explain the most important piece of the 
puzzle for Guam which is compact/impact assistance. In the 
1980s, a number of countries were created out of the old trust 
territory--the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of 
Palau and the Republic of the Marshall Islands. One of the 
features of these unique independent nations is they are 



allowed to have unrestricted migration into the United States 
as ''habitual residents.'' Because of Guam's proximity, they 
migrate there in significant numbers. Part of the original 
enabling legislation for these compact states was that Guam 
would be compensated for social and educational costs 
associated with the compacts. 

According to one DOI report this varies, but it is actually 
somewhere between $15 and $20 million a year to Guam. By the 
support of the committee in the past and by herculean efforts 
with the Administration, we have been able to sometimes get as 
high as $9 million. This year's budget calls for $4.62 million 
and we want to increase that by $5 million. This will be 
adequate funding, but it is still not full funding. 

This is a very important issue, an issue that has bumped up 
the population of Guam by some ten percent over the past 
decade . 

Mr. Skeen. So it has been fruitful. 

Mr. Pitts. It has been fruitful in some ways. In the 
beginning it was all right, but now we are suffering from 15 
percent unemployment and these people from the surrounding 
countries are able to migrate to Guam with no restrictions at 
all. We are hoping for some additional compensation for this. 

Another request is $500,000 for the Guam War Claims Review 
Commission. This arises from the Japanese occupation of Guam. 
The people of Guam are the only American citizens, or 
nationals, which have not been fully compensated under national 
legislation. This is compensation for force march, forced 
labor, deaths and injuries arising from the Japanese 
occupation . 

This legislation has passed the House and is awaiting 
action in the Senate. All it does is study the war claims issue 
and will make recommendations to Congress. We estimate this 
will cost about $500,000 to establish and fulfill the work of 
the Commission. 

Lastly, we are requesting $300,000 for the Marine Resources 
Pacific Consortium. This is a consortium of Pacific Island 
government agencies and institutions of higher education, 
community groups and organizations designed to achieve the 
conservation of coastal and marine environments, and the 
sustainable use of marine resources for the region with an eye 
to essentially moving towards a collaborative seed grant housed 
at the University of Guam, but of service to the entire region. 

In the past, MAREPAC has received $300,000 for fiscal years 
2000 and 2001 and we request the same for 2002. 

I want to add in closing that the Office of Insular Affairs 
today has one of the smallest budgets in the Interior 
Department. Its funding has decreased over the last decade from 
$179 million in fiscal year 1991 to $95 million in fiscal year 
2001. Although some of this decrease has been attributed to the 
reorganization of the Office of Insular Affairs, it does 
indicate a declining Federal interest in the insular areas. It 
is a regrettable trend and hopefully we will be able to bump 
some of that back up and bring needed interest to insular 
areas, not only Guam, but American Samoa and the Virgin 
Islands . 

[The written statement of Mr. Underwood follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 
Mr. Oberstar. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 


FS, NPS, AND BIA 

WITNESS 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

MINNESOTA 

Mr. Oberstar. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to 
visit with you about a few priorities. I know you have a very 
difficult time balancing all of the various demands. 

Congratulations on your new chairmanship, its well deserved. 

I have four issues. The first is a simple request to get 
the budget for the Region 9 of the U.S. Forest Service up to 
the level of the other regions. Region 9 covers almost all the 
area east of the 100th meridian in the United States and north 
of the Ohio River Valley all the way to the East Coast and has 
historically been shortchanged. We have very rich forestry 
throughout this whole region and need to have the adequate 
resources to manage those responsibilities. 

Second is a request for an increase in funding of $5 
million for the State and private forestry in the U.S. Forest 
Service. What is happening with the shift away from harvesting 
of timber on Federal lands is more pressure is being put on 
privately owned lands and on State and subdivisions of States, 
county and in some cases, township forestry lands. They don't 
have--private owners who are farmers, individual landowners, 
lakeshore owners--the funds to do the planning, to lay out the 
proper manner in which to do timber sales or to manage that 
timber sale. They need the help through the State and private 
forestry program. 

I hope that there is going to be some way to modify the 
last Administration's order setting aside 61 million acres of 
land, 61,000 of which are in my district, from timber 
harvesting, but in the meantime, we need to provide the States, 
the counties and the private sector the funding, the counseling 
and professional silvacultural management resources they need 
to manage those resources well. 

We import $36 billion in wood fiber products into the 
United States. We export $24 billion. We have a $12 billion 
balance of payments deficit in wood fiber products. If we don't 
manage our lands now, you are going to have more escalation of 
the soft wood lumber war between Canada and the United States, 
timber harvesting going on in lands like Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Brazil where they don't manage the land as we do in the United 
States . 

Last year, this committee funded design and engineering and 
environmental impact work for the Grand Portage National 
Monument Heritage Center. That is on the north shore of Lake 



Superior. The Grand Portage Band of Chippewa gave this land to 
the U.S. Park Service in 1958 with the expectation history was 
going to be told, and the recreation of the fur trade. That 
hasn't happened. This Heritage Center needs to be built. 

The Chippewa are very, very disappointed in the Great White 
Father out east. They have waited patiently, given up this 
land. They could have done a lot of other things with it. It is 
the main thoroughfare between Duluth and Canada, but without 
this Heritage Center, they don't have a focal point to attract 
tourism that we need to have. I would appreciate the funding 
which is requested. 

Finally is a request once again to complete the land 
acquisition at Voyageurs National Park. There are private 
inholdings just sitting there. They have been unfairly waiting 
for years and years. We can't develop our land, can't do 
anything with it. Buy it, get us off the hook. 

In your wisdom with all the demands that you have, I would 
appreciate your consideration. 

[The written statement of Mr. Oberstar follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. We appreciate your presentation. 

Mr. Dicks. I also want to say I appreciated several years 
ago when we were going through the reauthorization of the 
highway program, we came to you and asked for your help. It was 
a little late when the Secretary of Forestry and I came and 
talked to you about this but next time around, the 
reauthorization--we have to do something about the Forest 
Service. We put in the Park Service in terms of forest roads, 
they now have an $8 billion backlog which is a disaster. 

Somehow we have to work on that. 

Mr. Oberstar. You and I need to talk privately about this 
matter. There is a separate story. 

Mr. Dicks. I understand that. We will do that. 

Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Udall. 

Mr. Udall. Mr. Chairman, my colleague has been waiting and 
I would be happy to let him go first. 


Wednesday, May 2, 200 
VARIOUS FUNDING REQUESTS 


WITNESS 

HON. BART STUPAK, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 
MICHIGAN 

Mr. Stupak. I appreciate my colleague letting me go first. 
Let me go through a couple of items I have. My top priority 
is funding for the Seaman Mineral Museum. Last year we had 
$450,000. The museum itself was about $16 million. We are 



asking $2.7 million because the community, the State and all 
the rest will kick in for the Keweenaw National Historical 
Park. The feds put in one-third. State puts in one-third and 
local puts in one-third. 

We basically need $2.7 million of this total of $16 million 
for this Mineral Museum. That is my top funding request for 
this year. 

Next is the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, $3.2 
million. In my testimony I outline the $3.2 million, but I 
would like to emphasize one part of it. We need the committee 
to direct them to spend $50,000 to build a building for their 
workers. In the summer there are 10 to 12 employees and in the 
winter, there are 6. It is an old, residential garage with no 
indoor plumbing. This has been going on for some time. I was 
made aware of it this year. It is a shack. They do painting, 
all their work there. If they have to use the restroom, they 
have to go to an outdoor privy if you will. They eat their 
lunch in this building. It is a maintenance garage and they do 
painting, repair work, get gas, paint fumes, exhaust, dust, 
dirt and they live and work there. It has been like this since 
1970, 30 some years. 

Even though the Park Service and local park makes it a high 
current priority it never seems to get done. The workers came 
to me a couple months ago in total disgust and said, we are not 
going to do anymore. Take punitive action, whatever you want, 
we refuse to have to use outdoor toilets for the last 30 years 
and it is time something be done here. 

I would ask the committee at least direct them to construct 
a 12 X 24 foot wooden frame building, an addition to this where 
they can have a break room and indoor plumbing. It sounds like 
a minor thing that here in 2001 we are still talking about it, 
but unfortunately it never seems to get done. 

Secondly, the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore and 
the Platte River access parking, I think in the eight or nine 
years I have been here we have talked about this project. There 
used to be three canoe livery stations and we are down to one. 
People are crossing a busy highway, M22, to try to get to this 
canoe rental place. The House has agreeded and in the past you 
have put in $800,000. We get as far as conference and it gets 
dropped every year. 

So if we can get the property right next to us, it is 
$400,000, we can probably get it resolved. So I am asking for 
$400,000 for that parking lot. 

The Champion Tree project is outlined in my testimony. I 
have seven Native American tribes in my district, but the one 
on the far western end of the upper peninsula actually built a 
detention facility, newly constructed. We need some operating 
funds. I would ask the BIA Department of Corrections be granted 
some funds to staff and operate it. It is not just used by 
Native Americans, the Michigan State Police use it, local law 
enforcement, everyone uses it. 

Again, I go back to Keweenaw National Historical Park. 

There is a request in there for their operating budget. Seaman 
National Wildlife, there is a dock there. This wildlife refuge 
is the second oldest one in the United States. It is an island 
in Lake Superior and we do need to fix that dock. It is 
$300, 000. 



Last but not least, I join my colleague, Mr. Oberstar, on 
the Region 9 National Forest Service increase. This committee 
has been great in trying to increase our PILT payments, 
payments in lieu of taxes back to local units of government. We 
have authorized it and every year we get a little increase. 

Once again we are asking for an increase in PILT payments. 

Most of these are regional requests, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife, Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Commission, Intertribal 
Bison Cooperative, National Park Service North Country Scenic 
Trail, more regional in nature but important to our area from 
Minnesota all the way to Ohio. I have put those in my testimony 
and ask that the committee look favorably upon those requests. 

Thank you. 

[The written statement of Mr. Stupak follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Mr. Udall. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 


FS, LWCF 

WITNESS 

HON. MARK UDALL, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

COLORADO 

Mr. Udall. I thank the committee for providing an 
opportunity to testify. 

The committee is in receipt of a letter I wrote on April 13 
that talks about a number of programs I think are of importance 
to Colorado and other States in the west, but I want to take my 
time today to talk about one project in particular. 

There is an area called the Beaver Brook Area west of 
Denver. We have requested that $6.6 million be included in the 
appropriations process so that those lands could be purchased 
by the Forest Service. They are owned by the City of Golden, 
which is in Congressman Tancredo ' s district, but the lands are 
located in Clear Creek County which is in my district. They 
provide important elk habitat, watershed for the area and they 
are quite pristine lands. 

The City of Golden wants to sell those lands so they can 
meet some pressing municipal needs. This arrangement is 
actually supported by everybody involved--the City of Golden, 
the County of Clear Creek, citizens groups, the Forest Service. 
I think this would be the best way. It is a nice situation 
because everybody is on the same page. It is also supported by 
Congressman Tancredo. 

We wrote to Secretary Ann Veneman earlier this year urging 
her to support this request. President Bush's budget does 



include $6.6 million for this purpose. I wanted to let the 
committee know I strongly support the request and hope that at 
least that amount will be included in the Interior bill. 

It is probably not in the interest of being frank enough to 
complete the acquisition, but it would be an important first 
step. It would be good for Colorado and good for the country. 

Mr Dicks. What would be the overall cost? 

Mr. Udall. Congressman Dicks, they are in the process of 
doing the final appraisal. We don't know. It is somewhere in 
the range of $15 million. 

If I might, I would like to include in the record two 
letters, one to Secretary Veneman from Representative Tancredo 
and myself and a second from the Clear Creek County 
Commissioners . 

[The written statement of Mr. Udall follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Well done. 
Mr. Mclnnis. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
VARIOUS FUNDING REQUESTS 


WITNESS 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

COLORADO 

Mr. Mclnnis. In the southern part of my district, we have 
the Great Sand Dunes. Last year, the House voted to put that 
into a national park. It was a national monument. They are near 
Alamosa, Colorado. 

We are working with The Nature Conservancy which is going 
to purchase the ranch and then sell the ranch to us. As you 
know, they have handled a number of transactions like that 
through the land and water conservation account we have. We are 
requesting $24 million. We think the ranch is going to cost us 
somewhere around $33 to $35 million. There is ongoing 
litigation right now by a minority owner but our belief is that 
is going to be resolved quickly. 

The Nature Conservancy, because of the quantity of money, 
cannot go forward unless they have some assurance from us they 
are going to be able to flip it to us, which is why it's 
critical we get this approved out of the LWCF fund. This is my 
number one priority in funding. I am sure your staff has 
briefed you and we have given you the testimony for submission 
to the record. 

I won't take anymore of your time, but I would be happy to 
answer questions. 



[The written statement of Mr. Mclnnis follows:] 
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Mr. Dicks. Do we know what the total cost is going to be? 

Mr. Mclnnis. It is in negotiation right now. The Nature 
Conservancy is handling the negotiations because they don't 
have to disclose. 

Mr. Dicks. The Nature Conservancy. They will acquire it and 
want to make sure Congress is committed to reimbursing them? 

Mr. Mclnnis. That is right. They have some benefactors who 
say, we will loan you the money but you had better have the 
assurance the government is going to buy this, that you are 
going to be able to flip it. That way they can move more 
quickly than we in the acquisition and can negotiate with more 
leverage . 

Mr. Dicks. We put up $8 million last year? 

Mr. Mclnnis. We did, correct. 

Mr. Dicks. So that is just sitting there? 

Mr. Mclnnis. Correct. 

Mr. Dicks. So what we need is another increment? 

Mr. Mclnnis. Correct. It is the only place like it in the 
world. My district is at the highest elevation in the country 
and these are alpine mountains. It has over 14,000 foot peaks 
around it and all of a sudden you think you are in the Saudi 
desert. It is a real freaky thing of nature, but it is 
beautiful. There is lots of community support, the ranchers, 
the environmentalists, everyone came together to create this 
national park. 

Mr. Skeen. Mr. Rahall. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 

VARIOUS FUNDING REQUESTS 

WITNESS 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL III, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Mr. Rahall. I have submitted my detailed testimony already 
and I will summarize very quickly. 

The Endangered Species Act, the rider that is included in 
the President's budget rendering citizen lawsuits moot is not 
the solution to the Fish and Wildlife Service's problem in 
listing species. The real answer is to provide the Service with 
the resources it needs to address the backlog of species that 
are either candidates for listing, or are in need of critical 
habitat legislation designation. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund, the request does not 
fully fund programs as the Administration claims, but really 
represents a shell game in my opinion where the funding is 
diluted for other purposes. I would urge the subcommittee to 
stay the course, continue to fund the LWCF programs under the 
agreement put into place in the current fiscal year bill. 



The abandoned mine land programs, the proposed cuts in the 
programs are totally unwarranted in light of the $1.8 billion 
unappropriated balance in the fund. This program creates jobs 
in the coal fields while improving the environment at the same 
time. It is a win-win situation. 

I am requesting $200 million for the State Grant Program, 
an increase over the current fiscal year funding level of $159 
million. It is my understanding that the Soccer Foundation has 
submitted a request for an even greateramount . My advice is 
that we do not mess with the soccer moms. 

Forest roads, while controversy continues over the roadless 
rule, there is an $8.4 billion maintenance backlog, as you 
know, for existing forest roads. I see no reason why new roads 
should be built in pristine forest areas until we tackle the 
existing backlog. In this regard the budget request of $238 
million should be increased to $400 million so we can address 
the public health and environmental hazards associated by these 
poorly maintained roads. 

Finally, the mining claims holding fee, I have introduced 
legislation to make the holding fee permanent since it expires 
at the end of the fiscal year. I commend you and the ranking 
member for your efforts in the past on this matter. I happen to 
believe that the authorizing committee should do its job. 
However, in the event the Resources Committee fails to move my 
bill, I ask that you incorporate it into your measure, or 
support a rule that will allow me to offer it on the floor. 

That concludes my statement. 

[The written statement of Mr. Rahall follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Dicks. I appreciated your comments on the Endangered 
Species Act. We have to figure out a way to deal with this 
problem. There really are too many lawsuits here, but there may 
be a way to work out the funding for new listings and critical 
habitat in a way that can help alleviate this. Some suggestions 
have been made in that respect. 

Mr. Rahall. Chairman Hansen and I have talked on this issue 
a number of times and we want to tackle it, are serious about 
it. We have appointed five members from each side to get 
together, not a public arena, but just among themselves to try 
to reach an agreement. 

Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 



Mr. Tancredo. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001 
BEAVER BROOK WATERSHED 


WITNESS 

HON. TOM TANCREDO, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

COLORADO 

Mr. Tancredo. I appreciate your giving me a few minutes and 
I assure you it will not take longer than that. 

I am here to request $6.6 million in fiscal year 2002 from 
the Federal Land and Water Conservation fund for the United 
States Forest Service acquisition of Beaver Brook Watershed 
property located in Clear Creek County, Colorado, and owned by 
the City of Golden. The bottom line is that we have finally got 
these two entities together. Golden and Clear Creek County. 

They have been fighting, fighting and fighting over this for it 
seems like years. 

Congressman Udall and I went there, spent a good deal of 
time in negotiation with these folks and they have come 
together on an agreement on how to valuate the property, how it 
can evaluated from Clear Creek County and how Golden can place 
that evaluation on it themselves and we can come up with a good 
price on which everyone can agree, including the Forest 
Service. That is done, and that alone was a major 
accomplishment . 

The fact that you have already been good enough to provide 
$2 million, the President's budget does request $6.6 million. 

It will not be all that will be required for the eventual 
purchase, but when it is accomplished, it will be one of the 
major pieces of acquisition in the country. In fact, now it is 
in the top 20 list of acquisitions. More than anything, I want 
to say thanks. You have been great to us, the President's 
budget request is right on track and just keep doing all the 
right things . 

[The written statement of Mr. Tancredo follows:] 
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Mr. Dicks. This sounds like a great project. We appreciate 
your working with Congressman Udall. I think it is very 
positive . 

Mr. Tancredo. Thank you. I have had a great time working 
with this congressman. I did not know him before we both came 
in as freshmen. We are now doing a television show together. 

Mr. Skeen. Mr. Payne. 
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HON. DONALD PAYNE, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY 

Mr. Payne. Thank you for this opportunity. Without the help 
of your committee, my town would still be in very, very bad 
condition but Newark and Jersey City are coming along well. I 
have several projects I would like to bring to your attention. 

First, my funding request is for Thomas Edison National 
Historical Site in West Orange, New Jersey. Operated by the 
National Park Service, the laboratories where America's most 
famous inventor and his staff worked contains more than 5 
million documents and 390,000 artifacts. I first sought the 
assistance of this subcommittee in 1994 when it was brought to 
my attention that this wonderful site had been so neglected and 
fallen into such a state of deterioration that the National 
Trust for Historical Preservation placed it on a list of 
America's 11 most endangered historical places. The dire 
condition of the site drew widespread media attention and 
feature stories on CBS Sunday Morning News, the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, the New York Times, the Star Ledger, the Chicago 
Tribune, the Science Christian Monitor and several other 
publications . 

I was pleased that with this publicity that the 
subcommittee responded favorably to my request allocating over 
$1 million for desperately needed repairs and preservation work 
at the Edison historical site. This was a great start and since 
that time, the site has received both additional Federal 
assistance as well as about $20 million in funds from private 
sources . 

However, it is estimated it will take about $30 to $40 
million to restore this national treasure and to preserve its 
priceless contents. I am submitting for the subcommittee's 
consideration a list of interim needed repairs along with an 
estimated cost of each. This would allow work to proceed, while 
supporters also continue to raise public funds. As you know, 
the first movie was made there. I think it is appropriate that 
we offer Federal support to preserve his work. 

I would also like to express my support for another site of 
national importance, the seawalls at Liberty State and Ellis 
Island. At both islands, the seawalls show varying degrees of 
deterioration. Jersey City, New Jersey, a portion of my 
district, is the home of Liberty State Park where thousands of 
visitors each year board the ferry to the Statue of Liberty and 
Ellis Island. 

Unfortunately at Ellis Island, sink holes have developed 
behind the seawall on all sides of the ferry slip and has 
fairly undermined this historical building and connecting 
corridors. If the integrity of the seawalls is not immediately 
restored, further damage to the island and its structure could 
occur. The National Park Service estimates the cost to address 
this serious problem is $5.7 million. 

Funding is also required for the power, water and gas 
infrastructure project at Ellis Island. While Congress 
appropriated $2 million last year to begin to extend power, 
water and gas piping and lines to each of the island's 30 



abandoned buildings, another $5 million is needed to continue 
that project this year. 

As I conclude, I would also like to bring to the 
subcommittee's attention a project under your jurisdiction 
which is very important to the people of my hometown of the 
City of Newark. As the Nation's third oldest major city founded 
in 1666, Newark possesses the unique duty of maintaining an 
aging infrastructure while attempting to meet the demands of 
the 21st Century. We are charged with the responsibility of 
continuing to manage a very precious water resource which while 
faced with the challenges of providing an adequate and reliable 
water supply, it has uncompromising quality. The City of Newark 
owns and operates the largest publicly operated water and sewer 
system in the State of New Jersey and is dedicated to upgrading 
its aging facilities. The system delivers on an average more 
than 90 million gallons per day for purposes of domestic 
consumption, commercial and industrial use and fire protection. 

Currently with the 1995 USEPA grant of $44.5 million, we 
are rehabilitating our century old brick sewer system, combined 
sewer overflow system and stormwater drainage canal. In 
addition, we have recently utilized a low interest loan to 
complete the rehabilitation of a high hazard dam and the 
cleaning and cement mortar lining of 13,000 feet of a 42 inch 
diameter aqueduct. 

These projects will help to extend the useful life of the 
overall system well into the next century but we also see 
untapped potential in our water distribution infrastructure. 

The project presented for your consideration concerns the 
generation of power through the City of Newark's own water 
system, although not yet faced with the severe challenges faced 
in other parts of the country, Newark is seeking to proactively 
address the need for alternative energy sources. 

The City of Newark is also confronted with a series of 
challenges to its water and power supply so the city is seeking 
to develop the ability for the generation of hydroelectrical 
power through the addition of in-line turbines at existing 
water transmission facilities and approximately $12 million 
would be sought with $2 million for planning and $10 million 
for construction. 

Thank you for your attention. 

[The written statement of Mr. Payne follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 
Mr. Deutsch. 
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HON. PETER DEUTSCH, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

FLORIDA 

Mr. Deutsch. Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

I want to thank the subcommittee for its strong support for 
the Everglades restoration efforts. As you are aware, this 
subcommittee, since fiscal year 1993, has invested over $1.5 
billion in Everglades restoration. Every year has been a 
critical year. I think I can say with all honesty this year is 
as critical, if not more critical for several reasons. 

One is last year we passed the Everglades comprehensive 
authorization bill, so obviously this year to follow through on 
that authorization is very critical. 

The effort has had unique and complete support in our 
delegation. We have had a change in Presidents but even with 
that change, we see an absolute total commitment to this 
effort. Within the President's budget, the actual budget 
request is $39 million more than the actual appropriated amount 
last year. I am very supportive of the President's efforts and 
look forward to working with him for completion of this 
project. Specifically, the request is for $123 million. The 
breakdown is issued in my testimony which I am happy to submit. 

I would add this subcommittee has also been very supportive 
every year I have been in Congress in terms of supporting a 
moratorium on oil and gas drilling off the Florida coast. This 
is an issue which 23 members of the Florida delegation are all 
in support of that effort. 

There is a separate lease sale, 181, which has not been 
covered by the moratorium and I am not requesting that you add 
that to the moratorium although there is separate legislation 
that the Florida delegation has introduced and is supporting in 
those efforts. 

There is also both the Seminole Tribe and the Miccosukee 
Tribe Nations within the Everglades area. I think those tribes 
have been very effective in being part of the restoration 
efforts. This subcommittee has on a continuous basis, granted 
them relatively significant in the sense they are helpful, but 
the dollar amounts, not that significant, to help them in their 
efforts in terms of being part of the restoration efforts. 

[The written statement of Mr. Deutsch follows:] 
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Mr. Dicks. How are we doing on the Everglades project? How 
would you rate the effort? 

Mr. Deutsch. I would rate it an A- . This is really 
government working. There are systematic checkpoints of 
success. The analogy I would like to use is when an ocean liner 
moves, it doesn't move very quickly but when it changes 
directions, you know it has moved. We have changed directions. 

All the indicators are in the right direction, whether 
fishkills or scientific things in terms of content of arsenic 
or anything in the water. So we know we are going in a 
direction that is positive. 



It is the largest ecosystem restoration project in the 
history of the world. I think Congress has a right to be very 
proud. This project could not have taken place without a 
national effort. This is America's Everglades, not Florida's 
Everglades, not South Florida's Everglades. 

Mr. Dicks. A key component is getting freshwater back into 
the Florida Bay? 

Mr. Deutsch. Absolutely and it is happening. There are 
factual indicators it is happening. 

Mr. Skeen. The engineering has been good? 

Mr. Deutsch. The engineering has been good. This really is 
a case study of how to do major projects. I have a major 
Federal interstate that was built in my district, a different 
subcommittee, less than 10 years ago, a total buildout for 
about $1 billion and now they are going to rebuild it and 
literally knock down $100 million interchanges. It is 
government not doing things quite right. 

In the restoration bill one of the interesting concepts 
which I think is government at its best, is we have 
checkpoints. We are not setting in place the engineering 
forever because we have this concept of best science. We think 
we know a lot more than we did five or ten or twenty years ago, 
but we still don't know everything. There are some issues that 
as good as the science might be, might be wrong, so we have the 
ability to adjust things in the future. We are talking about 
holding ponds as a best approach. 

Let me also mention that the State of Florida under 
Democratic governors and Democratic legislatures and now under 
Republican governor and legislature, have stepped up to the 
plate and done their share as well. This is a State/Federal 
match. The State of Florida is taxing itself on an equal basis. 
Local governments have really gone out of their way and put in 
significant dollars in land acquisition issues and land use 
issues . 

This is a success story and we are on a glide path in the 
right direction. None of this would have happened without this 
subcommittee and hopefully you will continue that effort. 

Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Ms. Pelosi. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
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WITNESS 

HON. NANCY PELOSI, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA 

Ms. Pelosi. First, I want to thank this committee for your 
ongoing support of our initiatives in the San Francisco Bay 
area in California, for our national parks there. The committee 
has been most generous, both with your resources in the 
appropriations bill and with your time in visiting over the 
years. You have seen firsthand the progress we have made with 
your generosity. 



Mr. Skeen. Are you getting the lights turned on again? 

Ms. Pelosi. They are on. I don't know if they are going to 
stay on. 

Congratulations on your new post as subcommittee chair. As 
you recall during your visit to our park areas in the summer of 
1998, you and other members of the committee saw firsthand the 
excellent progress they made at the Presidio, Crissy Field, Ft. 
Baker and other areas of the Golden Gate National Park. I am 
pleased to report to the committee that on Monday, we had the 
dedication of Crissy Field. This was possible because of the 
interest of this committee, the interest of the Army in 
cleaning up and we persuaded them to do so, and over $30 
million in private funds for remediation, the largest from the 
Haus family, an $18 million contribution which attracted other 
support. The big grand opening is Sunday, so on your next trip 
you will be dazzled by the restoration of the marshlands there. 

In terms of the Presidio, the momentum of the Presidio 
Trust you witnessed in 1998 continues under the financial 
management program which includes 51 organizations and 
businesses, and residential leasing generates $18 million a 
year for 867 units at the Presidio. A major leasing development 
is underway for a 23-acre letterman complex for use by Lucas 
Films, a digital arts center. The lease will be a boon to the 
trust providing 14 percent of the revenue required for the 
Presidio to become self-sufficient which is our goal. 

For fiscal year 2002, the President's budget includes $22.4 
million for operations and maintenance. Our management plan 
calls for $23.4 million in this cycle, so I would hope the 
committee would consider that $23.4 million. It is a good 
management level, the Presidio trust is a good management model 
on many levels. I would urge the committee to meet the $23.4 
million . 

In terms of the San Francisco National Maritime Park, 
recently Secretary Norton visited Maritime Park to unveil 
Federal funding of $9.3 million included in the President's 
budget to restore the deteriorating C.A. Thayer. Members of the 
subcommittee visited and saw firsthand the valuable lessons 
that school children learn through the park's environmental 
education program. We are pleased with the Secretary's 
endorsement and I urge the committee to meet the $9.3 million 
to preserve the Thayer and its rich maritime history. 

A larger issue, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area of 
which the Presidio and other areas are a part, in discussing 
Golden Gate I would like to share some brief observations with 
the committee. Golden Gate National Parks are within the 
Nation's fourth largest metropolitan area, have the second 
largest visitation among urban national parks, and are home to 
the largest collection of historic structures in the entire 
national park system. 

Despite a 27 percent increase in the parklands in recent 
years, we have expanded by 27 percent, the budget has actually 
decreased over $2.5 million. The Golden Gate parks rank 52nd 
out of 53rd major parks in terms of inflation adjusted budget 
growth between 1980 and 2001. If we could get this $2.5 million 
for the GGNRA, we would be bringing it up to 1980 levels. We 
really need to do that. 

Mr. Skeen. It is a great investment. 



Ms. Pelosi. I hope the subcommittee will review the base 
budget for GGRA and provide a fair increase that will begin to 
address the shortfall. 

In land acquisitions, Mr. Lantos joins me in all of these 
requests and this in particular is in his district. I express 
my strong support for the acquisition of Mori Point, 105 acres 
in San Mateo County, authorized for inclusion in public law 
already. The total amount required is $3.5 million, the State 
will give $1 million, making the Federal share hopefully $2.5 
million . 

Thank you for your continued support of the Golden Gate 
Parks . 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund, you know is a 
national initiative. I urge the subcommittee to approve the 
President's request of $450 million. Equally important is 
subcommittee funding for the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery 
Program. I also express my support for the Endangered Species 
Program. This program is essential to saving our legacy, save 
America's treasures is very important. 

I will finish by joining with the arts community and my 
colleagues in the Congressional Arts Caucus in requesting $150 
million for the NEA, including $50 million for full funding of 
the Challenge America Initiative. You know how important it is 
to all of us. I won't take the committee's time to speak about 
it, but will submit my statement in that regard for the record. 

One last thing, an issue in my community, the Loma Prieta 
earthquake caused severe structural damage to the de Young 
Museum, so the museum has to come down. The problem is not only 
do you have the structural problem when it comes to seismic 
upgrading, but exhibits will not come to your museum. It is not 
just about housing your own collection; exhibits won't come 
there because your building is not seismically upgraded. So we 
will need $165 million to do this, but they have raised $142 
million. I am not asking about bricks and mortar here, we will 
continue to raise our money but I am requesting $1.5 million 
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services account to 
expand its arts education program at the de Young Museum. 

As I said, we have put in local philanthropy, just in the 
last few years, $142 million since the capital campaign was 
announced less than two years ago and we will get the rest, but 
we do need help with the education program from the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services. 

Thank you for your time and generosity, for your 
consideration and for your leadership. 

[The written statement of Ms. Pelosi follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Neal. 
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HON. RICHARD NEAL, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. Neal. I am here this morning to request support again 
for the John Chafee Blackstone River Valley National Heritage 
Corridor. As you know, the Blackstone Valley Heritage Corridor 
is the birthplace of the industrial revolution. It dates back 
to John Blackstone and dates back to Joe Early. It has been 
extraordinary in terms of success. Jim McGovern and Pat Kennedy 
have worked hard on this as well. 

The private investment had accompanied what is a small 
investment from the Federal Government. This morning we are 
asking for an additional $2.45 million to continue this 
program. It is beyond the belief of all of us in just how 
successful it has been. It is a small amount of public money; 
the private sector has rallied to our cause. It is really a 
site to behold, to see, the sheer beauty of the corridor is 
outstanding . 

Mr. McGovern and I have been able to secure help for a 
bicycle path. All of these things have come together and once 
again we are asking for your support. This subcommittee has 
been terrific along the way and we hope you will look with 
favor upon what is I think kind of a small request. 

[The written statement of Mr. Neal follows:] 
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Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 
JOHN CHAFEE BLACKSTONE RIVER VALLEY NHC 


WITNESS 

HON. JAMES McGovern, a representative in congress from the state of 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mr. McGovern. I will just echo what my colleague. 

Congressman Neal, has said. This is a great success story in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. If you visit the corridor you 
will see the incredible progress made. There has been private 
investment, local governments. State governments, both 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island have invested in this. This 
preserves not only the roots of the American industrial 
revolution, but it has been a great catalyst for economic 
development in a lot of these towns that were once filled with 
mills and factories. Now they are being infiltrated with 
tourists wanting to learn about the industrial revolution. I 
strongly support this. 

I also would urge the committee to continue funding for the 
Metal Casting Industries of the Future Program in the fiscal 



year 2002 budget. Worcester Polytechnic Institute in my 
district is one of the universities that benefits from this 
program and does incredible work. 

Finally, I would echo one of the items that Congresswoman 
Pelosi said, and that is I would support full funding for the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund, a program I have fought hard 
for over the years. With the limited money already in this 
program, I have seen the benefits in Massachusetts and other 
States . 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. I 
appreciate your past support of these programs. 

[The written statement of Mr. McGovern follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Sherman. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 

VARIOUS FUNDING REQUESTS 

WITNESS 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA 

Mr. Sherman. I would add my voice to those who call for 
full funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund. I think 
the case for that has been made. 

I want to focus on the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area. This is the most visited unit of the National 
Park System. It is at the fringes of the Los Angeles 
metropolitan area, some 33 million people visit the beaches and 
mountains of this recreation area every year. One out of every 
17 Americans, roughly half of all Californians, live within a 
hour's drive of this unit of the National Park System. 

I am requesting $2 million for land acquisition in the 
park. In the past I have requested more but I realize there are 
limits on what you can provide. 

The one issue that has come up about the park is the amount 
of local match. Over the last 20 years, there have been $3 of 
non-federal money provided for every $2 of Federal money. This 
park has probably had more local support in terms of dollars 
than just about any unit of the National Park Service lands. 

When the Administration and Park Service was putting 
together their budget, they did not provide any dollars 
earmarked for the Santa Monica Mountains this year, because 
they saw there was still money in the pipeline from last year 
and the year before. That money in the pipeline is now spent or 
obligated . 

The holdup was that this subcommittee required there be a 
50 percent match of nonfederal funds, so for a while we had to 
wait for the State Government to spend money so the Federal 
money could be spent. I am pleased to tell you that just in the 



last couple months, some $10 million non-federal dollars has 
been secured including a donation of some 325 acres in the Simi 
Hills . 

Now that requirement has been met, the Federal dollars 
appropriated through this subcommittee last year and the year 
before have been obligated, and we need another $2 million to 
continue what I think everyone agrees is a program of buying 
land for this park every year. The money will be used to widen 
the Backbone Trail. The subcommittee, along with local funds, 
has provided the money to get the trail bed for a 65 mile trail 
literally comprising the backbone of the Santa Monica 
Mountains . 

Yet in some places money has only been provided to buy a 
narrow trail bed which means you have a private land close on 
either side. This diminishes the hiking experience and also 
could prevent the trail from acting as a wildlife corridor. It 
is important that this trail be wide enough, at least half a 
mile so that animals can move from one area to another, so that 
our furry friends no longer have to date their cousins. This is 
important for the health of the populations of mammals in the 
park . 

Since the money provided previously by this subcommittee is 
now spent or obligated, since this is a park that has always 
been thought worthy of support, I would hope this subcommittee 
would provide $2 million. 

Mr. Dicks. Where did the $10 million come from. State or 
Los Angeles County? 

Mr. Sherman. That is a combination, the most significant is 
the State contribution. There was just a 245 acre acquisition 
by the State at a cost of $2.3 million. There is a special 
State agency called the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy that 
operates along with the State Park Service to buy land. 

In addition, there was a contribution of property valued at 
$5 million. This is all in the last few months. 

Mr. Dicks. What is the size of the park? 

Mr. Sherman. We can put it in the record. The Backbone 
Trail with a few dips and curves runs the length of the park 
and is 64-65 miles long. As the crow flies, the park must be at 
least 40 miles long, at least 15-20 miles high. 

We are not able to have public ownership of all the land in 
the park but there is a land acquisition plan that will bring 
more than half of the land within the park's boundaries into 
public ownership, both State and Federal. 

Editor's Note: The Santa Monica Mountains NBA is 153,787 
acres, as of FY 2000. 

Mr. Dicks. Part of it is on the ocean? 

Mr. Sherman. Exactly. 

Mr. Dicks. It is good the local people use it and they also 
financially contribute to it through their governments. 

Mr. Sherman. It is so popular that it gets not only 
governmental expenditures, but also it is a cause celebre that 
gets private people to donate to the Trust for Public Lands, to 
the Conservancy, donate individual parcels. It has tremendous 
local support. 

I do want to mention two other projects but with the 



understanding they shouldn't compete with the Santa Monica 
National Recreation Area. One is the Reyes Adobe Historic Site. 
We are seeking money from the Historic Preservation Fund, so 
that may not be in competition with land acquisition funds for 
the park. That helps preserve the Juan Batista Danza National 
Historic Trail. 

The site was damaged in the 1994 North Ridge earthquake and 
this will help improve and restore. Should there be funds 
available for land along that Batista Danza National Historic 
Trail, those would be appreciated as well. 

[The written statement of Mr. Sherman follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 
Mr. Weiner. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 


GATEWAY NRA 


WITNESS 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

NEW YORK 

Mr. Weiner. One of the benefits of being from New York is I 
speak very fast. 

I am here to urge your support for a piece of funding put 
in the last couple of years to try to fix Riis Park Bathhouse, 
a giant facility that welcomes people to the waterfront in 
Queens, New York. It gets literally millions of visitors. The 
infrastructure is in disrepair. President Clinton requested 
this funding and now President Bush has requested the funding 
as well. 

We have also taken the advice and guidance of the committee 
and removed a portion of the funding to fund a rehabilitation 
of the bathhouse to support a natatorium. We scaled back that 
request to $200,000 to fund a study to see if it would do what 
we think, which is attract additional people to the area. There 
is no pool anywhere within about nine zip codes of this area. 

It would also provide a place for people to train lifeguards in 
desperate short supply in the National Park Service. 

This is part of the Gateway National Park which is one of 
the most visited and busy urban national parks. I urge you to 
support the funding requested by President Bush and all of us 
in the New York delegation and also give serious consideration 
to our dramatically scaled back request for $200,000 to fund a 
feasibility study for constructing a natatorium within the Riis 
Bathhouse . 

[The written statement of Mr. Weiner follows:] 
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Mr. Skeen. Thank you. 

Mr. Knollenberg. 


Wednesday, May 2, 2001. 


AUTOMOBILE NHA 


WITNESS 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 

MICHIGAN 

Mr. Knollenberg. I would ask unanimous consent that 
testimony from Mr. Dingell be entered in the record. 

Mr. Skeen. It will be entered. 

[The written statement of Mr. Dingell follows:] 
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Mr. Knollenberg. I appreciate being allowed to testify, on 
what to me is a very important item. I request an appropriation 
of $1 million for the National Recreation and Preservation 
Account for the Automobile National Heritage Area in the State 
of Michigan. I want to thank Congressman Dingell and my other 
colleagues in the Michigan delegation for their continued 
support of this priority. 

I was pleased to work with the subcommittee to allocate 
$338,000 last year for the National Heritage Area which is 
authorized under Public Law 105-355. I don't need to remind you 
about how intricately linked the auto is to our heritage. The 
automobile industry has shaped American life, has been a 
driving force in the development of our economy, and has had a 
lasting impact on our culture. Its heritage deserves to be 
honored and preserved. In many respects, the tale of my home 
State in the 20th Century and the auto industry is one and the 
same . 

Because of this close link, we have a heritage that must be 
preserved and this subcommittee has been helping us do just 
that. The authorizing law established a six corridor area in 
Michigan in recognition of the significant contributions the 
automobile industry has made to our country. These corridors 
are located along the Rouge River, the Detroit River, Woodward 
Avenue from downtown Detroit to Pontiac, the Salt Trail and 
Chicago Road along US 12 inLansing and Flint as well. The law 
also recognized the Automobile National Heritage Area Partnership Inc. 
to help administer it. 

Since the law was enacted on November 6, 1998, many 
important advances have taken place to fulfill the requirements 
spelled out in the law. Much progress was achieved during 
fiscal year 2000 including but not limited to securing the 
participation of founding partners such as Ford, GM, Daimler 



Chrysler and the UAW, broad public awareness and outreach 
efforts collaborating with the UAW to develop a program that 
spells out the experience of workers and assisting the State's 
tourism industry. 

We have achieved much and are off to a good start, but 
there is a long road to travel. The Heritage Area is on 
schedule to complete its legislative mandate to have a general 
management plan submitted to the Secretary of the Interior on 
November 6 of this year. With the plan in place, the 
organization is well equipped to leverage Federal funds and to 
move to implement programs and projects in fiscal year 2002. 

An allocation of $1 million would help to fully fund the 
grants initiative that will provide matching funds to eligible 
applicants in three principal categories: education, 
preservation and tourism and also enhance economic development 
in the State by collaborating with the local tourism 
industries, assist the development of a Michigan curriculum 
unit along with the UAW and the Walter Reuther Library so that 
school children can learn about Michigan's unique and 
outstanding automotive heritage. 

Historically, Michigan is a production State, home to 
people who work hard creating new technologies and innovative 
processes and who rarely look back to revel in their 
accomplishments. For the past century Michigan has been running 
fifth gear toward tomorrow. Now as we turn the corner into the 
21st Century, Michigan has celebrated 100 years of putting the 
world on wheels. With the passing of this milestone has come a 
growing interest in preserving our past and making it available 
and more accessible to our children, our visitors and 
ourselves . 

Thank you. 

[The written statement of Mr. Knollenberg follows:] 
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United Tribes Technical College 841 

Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 1029 

Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 866 

Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon 788 

Wide Ruins Community School 818 

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 924 

Yurok Tribe 984 

Arts and Other Programs 

American Anthropological Association 1061 

American Association of Museums 1097 

American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic 

Works 1075 

American Museum of Natural History 1078 

Arizona Historical Society 1091 

Association of American Universities 1065 

City of Roseville, CA 1083 

City of Yuma, AZ 1095 

Federation of State Humanities Councils 1038 

Miami Beach, FL 1043 

National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers 1087 

National Humanities Alliance 1057 

Nelson-Atkins Museum 1054 

Old Sturbridge Village 1072 

Preservation Action 1085 

Riverfront Task Force 1093 

Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation 1068 

The American Arts Alliance 1034 

Theatre Communications Group 1050 

UCLA Film and Television Archive 1055 



